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Dr. Mijares was appointed Orange County Superintendent of Schools in
August 2012, and prior to that time he served for six years as the Vice
President of the College Board where he worked to expand the high
school-to-university pipeline, in order to assure the college readiness and
success for students, especially the underrepresented.

He joined the College Board after serving as Superintendent of the Santa Ana
(CA) Unified School District for more than 11 years. Under his guidance, the
district received national recognition for successfully meeting the needs of its
diverse student body. He was praised for his innovative curricular reform and
for improving reading and math skills.
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Ms. Harmon originally hails from Texas, but called Chicago her home for
about 10 years with some detours in between. She holds a BA in Sociology
from the University of Chicago and MS in Education from Northwestern
University. She became interested in education while working as a tutor and
mentor in Chicago neighborhood schools and becoming involved in summer
programs for gifted students. After teaching English in France for a year, she
taught History and Theory of Knowledge at an IB school in Chicago for 3
years before heading abroad again to explore New Zealand.
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